
The Home Front 
Life in the United States during World War II was 
in many ways similar to life in America during 
World War I.  The government took on a much 
greater role in the economy, asking people do 
their part to help in the war effort. 
 Think about: 

 How did Americans on the Home Front contribute to 
the war effort? 

 Why were Americans willing to conserve and ration 
during the war? 

 Was their contribution valuable to the war effort? 
 



  

“A Message about Food” poster (1945) 
Government Printing Office 

National Archives and Record Administration 



 

United States. Office of War Information. Division of Public Inquiries.. Plant a victory garden : our food is 

fighting : a garden will make your rations go further.. Washington, D.C.. UNT Digital Library. 

http://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc550/. Accessed February 12, 2013. 
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 “Get in The Scrap!” poster (1941-1945) 
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“Help Bring Them Back to You” poster 

Office of War Information 

National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution  

  



  
“How to Shop with Ration Book Two” poster (1943-1945) 

Office of War Information 

National Archives and Record Administration  



 
“Rationing Means a Fair Share for all of Us” poster (1941-1945) 

Office of Price Administration 

National Archives and Records Administration  



 

When You Ride Alone You Ride With Hitler! by Weimer Pursell, 1943 

Printed by the Government 
Printing Office for the Office 
of Price Administration 
NARA Still Picture Branch 
(NWDNS-188-PP-42)  
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